PRESS RELEASE
9 March, 2016

Q-BOT, AN ECOMACHINES’ ROBOTICS PORTFOLIO COMPANY, SECURES
FOLLOW-ON INVESTMENT ROUND TO SCALE UP ITS MARKET ENTRY
LONDON, UK, March 9 2016 - EcoMachines Ventures, the specialist investor in energy and industrial
high-tech companies, announces that Q-Bot Ltd., its robotics portfolio company, has secured follow-on
investment from several angel groups to ramp up its robotics technology platform for the construction
and energy sectors. The equity investment brings total funding secured since late 2015 to approximately
£2m, including financing from the EU Commission Horizon 2020 Programme. This new round of
investment will allow Q-Bot to deliver the benefits of warmer, more energy efficient homes to a greater
number of customers and help the company scale up growth.
Q-Bot is a leading UK robotics provider specialising in the construction and energy industry deploying
robotic solutions for the construction, maintenance, and upgrade of buildings and industrial assets.
These intelligent tools allow workers to remotely inspect and carry out a range of operations in hard to
reach areas, such as crawl spaces, at height, or where there are other hazards, making human access
undesirable. The robots can survey these spaces, building a detailed 3D map, gather environmental
conditions, identify and locate services, faults and other hazards in order to plan servicing and
maintenance. The robots can also carry out a range of operations including applying treatments such as
insulation, protective finishes and other measures.
Q-Bot’s initial focus is to use a robot to apply insulation in under floor voids in the 18 million homes in
Northern Europe with suspended floors. The service transforms inefficient, cold and draughty homes
into warm and cosy places in which to live and work. Q-Bot’s service is a fraction of the cost, time,
disruption and hassle of traditional methods while reducing energy bills by hundreds of pounds. It
dramatically reduces fuel poverty at a much lower cost than traditional retrofit measures and has
resulted in Q-Bot acquiring significant clients in the social housing sector, including Camden Council,
Cardiff City Council, CityWest Homes, Islington Council and Peabody.
The investment round was led by impact investing specialist, ClearlySo, along with Wroxhall, Minerva
and Curious Capital. Matthew Vickerstaff, ClearlySo’s Head of Investment Banking commented, “Our
investor network, Clearly Social Angels, was pleased to invest in Q-Bot; a company that encapsulates so
many aspects of what is important to us – improving people’s living conditions with a clever, costeffective solution that the Housing Associations want to buy – led by a professional management team.”

Mathew Holloway, CEO & Co-Founder: “The construction industry still relies on many labour intensive
processes which have not changed for 100’s of years. Our vision is to create intelligent tools that
empower people, upskilling the workforce, creating new jobs, making the operation safer, more
productive and rewarding. We have built a great team, proven the technology works, demonstrated that
customer’s value our offer, and we are now working with partners to scale this innovative new service
across the UK, France and further afield. This investment provides a step change in our approach, whilst
validating the potential of the business to transform the construction and energy industry into a multibillion pound market. “
Q-Bot’s COO & Co-Founder, Tom Lipinski, said: “People seem to treat robotic technologies as a threat our robots are intelligent tools that enable us to bring immediate benefits to: customers (warmer, more
energy efficient homes without the usual disruption and eye watering costs), workers (we let the robot
crawl under the floor and spray insulation whilst controlling it remotely), and the environment (less
damage to homes, no construction waste, and lower energy use). We expand human capabilities improving lives, reducing energy costs and helping the environment – all at an acceptable price.”
EcoMachines Ventures’ original investment in Q-Bot was made in May 2014 and sits firmly within its
investment focus covering the Energy, Transport, Smart City, Circular Economy and Industrial High-Tech
sectors. Dr. Ilian Iliev, CEO of EcoMachines Ventures commented: “We are at the early stages of a
transformation in the building and infrastructure industries, a game-changing development that will see
the use of collaborative semi-autonomous robots to assist us in a range of tasks too dangerous, timeconsuming or expensive for humans alone to perform. We have invested in Q-Bot because of the
enormous potential of the company to be a leader in this sector. The team has the expertise, dedication
and drive to grow a successful company.”
Q-Bot is one of seven investments made so far by EcoMachines Ventures, the most recent being
PointGrab, an electronics company developing innovative hardware and software for the building
automation ‘Internet of Things’ (IoT) device market, and was completed in December 2015.
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About Q-Bot:
Q-Bot was founded in 2012 with the objective of using robotics and advanced manufacturing techniques
to revolutionise the building and construction industry. The company is funded through a combination
of government grants, private investment and sales revenue, and has been supported by Climate-KIC,
InnovateUK, The Department for Energy and Climate Change, The Royal Commission for the Exhibition
of 1851 and the EU Commission. The company has offices in London and Paris with a multidisciplinary
design and engineering team.
The initial focus is under floor insulation, an application which is cost prohibitive and impractical without
robots. The robot can access the building through an external opening, performs a visual analysis, and
builds up a 3D map of the space; it then applies the insulation, before finally inspecting the job done,
thus facilitating quality control and validating energy savings. In a highly competitive insulation market,
robots empower installers, making their work more efficient and safer while insuring the work is carried
out at a lower cost, with minimum disruption, and within a very short timeframe. In older, poorly
insulated buildings with timber floors, heating bills can be significantly reduced. Thermal comfort for
occupants is also greatly enhanced, due to reduced cold draughts and temperature differences.
Learn more at www.q-bot.co

About EcoMachines Ventures
EcoMachines Ventures is a London-based VC fund that makes seed and follow-on investments in
innovative Pan-European B2B hardware companies. We foster the development of world-class
technology in the Energy, Transport, Circular Economy, Smart City and Industrial High-tech sectors.
Working as a strategic partner alongside successful entrepreneurs and corporate partners, we help
promising companies for the next stage of their growth.
EcoMachines currently has seven portfolio companies:
 Nanotech Industrial Solutions (August 2013)– nanoparticles to create superior lubricant additives
 Recycling Technologies (May 2014) – converting mixed plastic waste into fuel
 Q-Bot (May 2014) – robots transforming construction
 REM (September 2014) – lightweight, highly efficient engines
 AutoRose (February 2015) – predictive vehicle maintenance
 Power Drive Efficiency (April 2015) – energy efficiency in industrial electrical motors
 PointGrab (December 2015) – visual analytics for home and building automation
Learn more at www.ecomachinesventures.com

